Professor Efstathios Alexopoulos was born and grew up in Thessaloniki, Greece. He graduated with honors from the Aristotle University in Thessaloniki in 1974. He received his accreditation in Internal Medicine in 1978 and in Nephrology in 1981. He completed his MD thesis on the renal effects of calcium channel blockers in 1983 and he did his post-doctoral fellowship in the Department of Renal Medicine at Guys and St Thomas\' Hospital, London (1986--1988). He married in 1990 and has one daughter. Since 2006, he has been Professor in Nephrology and Internal Medicine at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece.

Professor Alexopoulos\' research interests focused on renal immunopathology, pathogenetic mechanisms and treatment of primary glomerulopathies, renal vasculitis, systemic diseases affecting the kidney, and renal disease in pregnancy. He performed immunohistochemical studies on the expression of different cell populations, adhesion molecules and cytokines in normal and diseased kidneys and, more recently, he studied the urinary protein subtypes excretion in patients with glomerulopathies. He collaborated with several European Renal Centres and participated in Multicentre European Studies on the pathogenesis and genetic analysis of primary glomerulonephritis, mainly IgA nephropathy. His work also helped to provide guidelines on the treatment of primary glomerulonephritis and particularly membranous nephropathy.

Professor Alexopoulos is the author of many chapters and scientific publications. He was a dedicated academic and a charismatic teacher who has trained many internists and nephrologists and he is considered a leader in Greek nephrology. His sudden death at the age of 59 deprives the international renal community of a highly respected and always supportive colleague and friend. He will be deeply missed and remembered.
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